
Noon Bible Study: 2 kings 8
2 Kings 8:1-6 - The Shunammite's Land Restored

v. 1-2 - We are reintroduced to the Shunammite woman, who in 2 Kings 4 was a benefactor of sorts for Elisha’s ministry, as 
well as a recipient of God’s grace and blessing (child given, child healed).  It seems that Elisha’s relationship with this 
woman continues and he informs her of a famine coming to the land and how to avoid it (move away to Philistia). 

v. 3-6 - Unfortunately for the woman, she returns to Israel after the famine to find her home and land overtaken by someone 
else.  Her relationship with Elisha helps her gain back all that she had before she left.  The king not only restores the home 
and land, but the income (produce) equivalent to what would have been earned during her time away.

2 Kings 8:7-15 - Elisha travels to Damascus. Hazael Murders Ben-Hadad

v. 7-9 - The king of Aram (Syria) is sick and wants to find out from Elisha if he will recover/be healed.  The king sends a 
very large gift to Elisha to get the answer through some sort of servant or official named Hazael (more on him in a min)

v. 10-15 - “you will recover, but you will die” - apparently the king would recover from his sickness, but would die by 
assassination.  Elisha mourns as he tells Hazael this news.  Why?  Well, it appears that Hazael will be Ben-Hadad’s 
successor (because he kills him, v. 15) and will be a ruthless and cruel king.  So while it pains Elisha to report this, it is 
the plan.

“Elisha’s reply to Hazael was an enigmatic one: the answer to the king’s question was both yes and no (v. 10).  Yes: 
if left to normal circumstances of healing, the king would recover; and no, Elisha who was at that moment 
anointing Hazael as king, knew that this treacherous man would use the king’s illness to affect his coup d’etat.  
Accordingly Hazael would testify truthfully to the king.  The illness was not a fatal one of itself.” (R.D. 
Patterson and Hermann J. Austel, ‘1 and 2 Kings’: The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, vol. 4, page 200)

2 Kings 8:16-24 - Jehoram Reigns in Judah

Biography: Jerhoam (aka Joram v. 21), son of Jehoshaphat becomes king during the 15th year of Joram (king of Israel with 
same/similar name).  He became king at age 32.  Reigned 8 years as king in Jerusalem.

He also wasn’t a great leader politically/militarily speaking.  His army deserted him and regions that were under Judean 
control defected.

2 Kings 8:21-22 (NLT) - So Jehoram went with all his chariots to attack the town of Zair. The Edomites surrounded 
him and his chariot commanders, but he went out at night and attacked them under cover of darkness. But Jehoram's 
army deserted him and fled to their homes.  22 So Edom has been independent from Judah to this day. The town of 
Libnah also revolted about that same time.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


We also learn the following from the parallel record in 2 Chronicles:

2 Chronicles 21:16-17 (NLT) - Then the LORD stirred up the Philistines and the Arabs, who lived near the Ethiopians, 
to attack Jehoram.  17 They marched against Judah, broke down its defenses, and carried away everything of value 
in the royal palace, including the king's sons and his wives. Only his youngest son, Ahaziah, was spared.

Spiritual Matters:walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, married Ahab’s daughter, “did evil in the sight of the LORD” (v. 18)

The primary focus of our study of late has been the northern kingdom of Israel which was ruled by idolatrous king after idolatrous 
king.  Meanwhile the southern kingdom (Judah) had good and bad kings throughout the generations.  The last king we heard of in Judah 
was Jehoshaphat who was described in the following way:

1 Kings 22:42-46 - Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-five years in 
Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi.  43 He walked in all the way of Asa his father; he did 
not turn aside from it, doing right in the sight of the LORD. However, the high places were not taken away; the people still 
sacrificed and burnt incense on the high places.  44 Jehoshaphat also made peace with the king of Israel.  45 Now the rest of 
the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his might which he showed and how he warred, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles 
of the Kings of Judah?  46 The remnant of the sodomites who remained in the days of his father Asa, he expelled from the 
land. 

Notice the phrases “however” in verse 43.  We see in Jehoshaphat a king who do “right in the sight of the LORD” (v. 43) but did not 
allow this devotion to spread far enough in his life and his kingdom to fully remove evil from the land.  The righteous standard of 
“good” kings during this period were not men marked without failings or sins, but a passion and devotion to the LORD that led them, 
most notably, to remove idols from their hearts, home and land. 

Here’s where this is relevant for 2 Kings 8.  Each generation stands on their own faith.  Jehoram’s idolatry was his own choice and 
decision.  However, what the current generation must recognize is that the choices and decisions we make (or don’t make), the path we 
walk on (or don’t take) does influence the next generation.  We leave behind a standard to follow of what is acceptable, what is 
allowable, what is right and what is wrong.  The next generation must learn for themselves but, they will look to those who went 
before them, for better or worse.

Jehoshaphat left idols in the land.  Granted, they weren’t in his house or his heart.  But they were in places that he had control over 
and left them unchecked.  And Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel (Ahab at the time). And so his son, Jehoram saw what his 
friends and neighbors did for worship and his heart walked fully down that road.  And Jehoram hung out with royal “cousins” and 
companions from Israel who never worshipped Yahweh.  When it was time for him to marry, he married Ahab’s daughter, what was 
Jezebel’s daughter.  And so when it was his time to make his personal and national choice...he chose the idols. 

It doesn’t seem like the small things we overlook and leave undone in our lives matter that much.  But even a small stone thrown into 
a pond still causes ripple effects.  What kind of ripple effects are we causing for the next generation in our lives?

v. 19 - that being said, God has something at work which endures beyond the foolishness and choices of the current (or even 
next) generation.  His covenant to David.  Through the ups and downs of faithful and unfaithful kings, God was (and is) 
still committed to bring about his ultimate will and purpose through the eternal and enduring David-like king who will rule 
over the nations (cp. 2 Samuel 7:12-15, etc).  For those few faithful worshippers looking at the tragic events of their time in 
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Jerhoram’s day, they looked at the dim, but lit flame of the Davidic covenant.  “The Messiah will come, the Messiah will come” 
would have been their refrain.  For those few worshippers looking at the tragic events of our day, we look at the lit flame 
of the Davidic covenant and pray and cry for the Messiah to come.

2 Peter 3:9-15 - The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.  10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in 
which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth 
and its works will be burned up.  11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people 
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,  12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because 
of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!  13 But according 
to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.  14 Therefore, 
beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,  15 and 
regard the patience of our Lord as salvation;

Hebrews 10:37 (ESV) - For, "Yet a little while, and the coming one will come and will not delay;

At last, Jehoram dies, as 2 Chronicles 21:

2 Chronicles 21:18-20 (NLT) - After all this, the LORD struck Jehoram with the severe intestinal disease.  19 The disease grew 
worse and worse, and at the end of two years it caused his bowels to come out, and he died in agony. His people did not build 
a great funeral fire to honor him as they had done for his ancestors.  20 Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became 
king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years. No one was sorry when he died. They buried him in the City of David, but not in 
the royal cemetery. 

2 Kings 8:25-29 - Ahaziah Reigns in Judah

Biography: son of Jerhoram, became king during 12th year of Joram of Israel’s reign.  22 years old when he became king and 
reigned for 1 year.  Prominent mother named Athaliah (more on her later in 2 Kings), who was the granddaughter of Omri, King 
of Israel (the evil king Ahab’s father).  He was “son in law” of the house of Ahab (remember his dad Jehoram married Ahab’s 
daughter).

Spiritual Matters: walked in the ways of Ahab (king of Israel), did evil in the sight of the LORD.

We will learn of the short reign and fate of Ahaziah, king of Judah in the chapters to come.  For now, we leave our story with the 
house of Omri/Ahab ruling on the throne of both kingdoms.  Idols fill the land, evil kings reign, Yahweh’s house ignored...but 
everything is about to change.  Just because the true God is ignored in the nation does not mean He is not at work.

Ahaziah thinks he is traveling to Jezreel to see his wounded cousin king.  They both think they are in charge.  But in fact, Ahaziah is 
walking into the divinely ordered and sovereignly planned day of decision. And the LORD is the real king.  We must read on - because 
‘you ain’t seen nothing yet.’
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